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SUBJECT: EXPLOSION ON PARKED PIA AIRCRAFT 

REF: ISLAMABAD 6158 

1 . PIA CHAIRMAN NUR KHAN AND PIA MANAGING DIRECTOR ENVER JAMAL IN 
SEPARATE CONVERSATIONS HAVE CONFIRMED GENERAL OUTLINE BOMB 
INCIDENT AS REPORTED REFTEL. ENVER JAMAL, IN CONVERSATION WITH 
DPO JULY 7, SAID EXPLOSION UNDOUBTEDLY CAUSED BY BOMB, PROBABLY 
OF PLASTIC TYPE, WHICH HAD BEEN LEFT UNDER SEAT IN PASSENGER 
COMPARTMENT AND WHICH BLEW HOLE ABOUT ONE EOOT IN DIAMETER IN 
LEETHAND SIDE OE FUSELAGE. EXPLOSION, WHICH OCCURRED JUST OVER 
WHEEL WELL, ALSO DAMAGED THIS PART OF AIRCRAFT AND THREE 
LONGITUDINAL FLOOR MEMBERS. JAMAL SAID PIA TEAM MAKING DETAILED 
INVESTIGATION OF DAMAGE, BUT ESTIMATED PLANE WOULD BE OUT OF 
ACTION FROM 4 TO 6 WEEKS AND THAT THIS WOULD PREVENT ADDITION OF 
FOURTH FLIGHT ON KARACHI-RAWALPINDI ROUTE UNTIL PLANE REPAIRED. 

2. JAMAL ADDED POLICE EXPERTS HAD BEEN EXAMINING EXPLOSION AREA 
IN ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN MORE DETAILS CONCERNING TYPE OF BOMB USED 
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BUT HAD FOUND LITTLE EVIDENCE SO FAR. JAMAL BELIEVES NO DOUBT THAT 
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BOMB PLANTED BY "SAME PEOPLE WHO TRIED TWICE TO BOMB PIA OEFICE IN 
PESHAWAR" AND THAT THEREEORE THIS BOMB INCIDENT CONNECTED WITH 
SERIES OF EXPLOSIONS WHICH HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN FRONTIER AND OTHER 
AREAS PAKISTAN OVER LAST YEAR. 

3. DURING DINNER PARTY JULY 7, PIA CHAIRMAN AIR MARSHAL NUR KHAN 
AGREED WITH SUGGESTION PUT BY DPO THAT PIA SECURITY HAD BEEN 
SOMEWHAT LAX OWING PAKISTAN'S FAVORED POSITION WITH ARABS. HE 
REMARKED THAT IT WOULD HAVE TO BE TIGHTENED UP. HE BELIEVES BOMB 
WAS PLACED ON AIRCRAET AETER IT HAD LANDED AT RAWALPINDI AND THAT, 
AS REPORTED BY EMBASSY, BOMB NOT INTENDED TO EXPLODE AETER PLANE 
HAD TAKEN OEE. (ANOTHER WELL INEORMED GUEST SAID NUR KHAN HAD 
RECEIVED ANONYMOUS LETTER 10 DAYS AGO STATING THAT PIA SECURITY 
WAS POOR AND THAT WRITER WOULD PROVE HIS ALLEGATION SOON.) 

4. DIRECTOR GENERAL CIVIL AVIATION RIZVI, WHO MUCH MORE CLOSE 
MOUTHED ABOUT INCIDENT AND PROBABLY LESS WELL INFORMED THAN PIA 
OEFICIALS, ADDED NO FURTHER INEORMATION TO THE ABOVE. HE CONEINED 
HIS COMMENTS TO ADMISSION THAT EXPLOSION WOULD BE LOGICALLY 
CAUSED BY A BOMB AND THAT HE WAS JUST LEAVING EOR PINDI TO LOOK 
AT AIRCRAFT. 

5. COMMENT: WE BELIEVE OFTEN CASUAL ATTITUDE OE POLICE AND 
OTHER SECURITY PERSONNEL AROUND KARACHI AIRPORT AND PROBABLY 
ELSEWHERE IN PAKISTAN WILL UNDERGO CONSIDERABLE (THOUGH PERHAPS 
ONLY TEMPORARY) CHANGE AETER THIS INCIDENT, WHICH HAS EXPOSED 
INADEQUACIES OF PRESENT SECURITY PRACTICES AND WHICH COULD HAVE 
BEEN MUCH MORE DAMAGING THAN IT PROVED TO BE IE ANY PASSENGERS 
HAD BEEN ON AIRCRAET WHEN BOMB EXPLODED. 
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